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Decoding the new epaulette

The new epaulettes, to be worn by
the navy chief, vice admirals and
rear admirals, from January 1,
2024, have five modifications
over the previous ones

GOLDEN BUTTON

The golden navy button on the
epaulettes no longer features the foul
anchor with the nautical rope, associated
with the colonial era, and the design has
introduced a clear anchor

SHIVAJI'S SEAL
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Navy has discarded the C ired
red background on which the national
emblem sits and replaced it with an octagor
derived from Shivaji's seal

INDIAN SWORD

The generic sword has been replaced
by a straight double-edged sword of
Indian origin, akin to the Khanda used by
Rajput warriors

TELESCOPE

The baton (a symbol of authority) has
given way to a telescope symbolising
“long-term vision and foresight”

STARS

The new style of stars on the
epaulettes has no particular significance
other than increasing aesthetic appeal
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